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"Not only were five -year -old primary school children 

better prepared for the "three Rs" at primary level, they 

also had higher scores in tests of "executive function". 

This is the ability to adapt to changing and complex 

problems, and is seen as an indicator of future school 

and life success. Although the Montessori children were 

not regularly t ested or graded, they did just as well in 

spelling, punctuation and grammar exams as those 

given conventional lessons. Older Montessori pup ils 

were more likely to choose 'positive assertive 

responses'  when dealing with unpleasant social 

situations, said th e researchers. They also disp layed a 

'greater s ense of community'  at school."  

 -  The Guardian, September 2006 
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Dear Parent,  

Thank you for your interest in the Stillbrook Lodge Independent Montessori Primary 

School. We are excited to launch this school in the Bournemouth area, and look forward 

to helping as many children as we can  to learn using the methods developed by Dr 

Maria Montessori.  

For those of you not familiar with Montessori and her method of education, it truly i s 

something worth researching. Children learn based on natural learning traits, and so 

tend to pick up things faster and better than in a traditional classroom where every child 

is expected to learn at the same pace. In Montessori, children are treated as individuals 

and their learning is supported on this basis, recognising them for who they are, 

maximising opportunities that they present at different phases of learning, and helping 

them to develop into self -confident, self -disciplined, individual, respons ible, kind, caring 

and intelligent children, adolescents and adults.  

Stillbrook Lodge's main aim is to provide quality Montessori education in the 

Bournemouth area for children aged 3 -12. Dr Maria Montessori, who founded the 

Montessori method of education in 1905 in Italy used nature in the school environment 

to meet the needs of the child. The Montessori method which has proved successful all 

over the world is child -centred and children are encouraged, with the assistance of 

teachers known as Directors and  Directresses, to learn independently and at their own 

pace.   

Opening in Bournemouth in January 2010, Stillbrook Lodge will be the first Montessori 

primary school in Dorset. Set in the grounds of The Knole, a mansion built in 1873 , the 

Annex has two entrances, one in Moorland Road and the other in Knole Road.  We are 

excited to have acquired these premises which we will be refurbishing and converting 

to be ready to take in students in January.  

 Please take time to read our prospectus and our 

website which will give you a good overview of 

how the school will run and how you and your 

child can become a part of this great venture. 

We are a not for profit company. We are not 

here to make money, we just want to provide a 

wonderfu l place where children can really have 

the opportunity to develop in the best way 

possible and we hope to see you with us soon!  

Martin Ray -Jones, Head Teacher  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unlike mainstream schools, Montessori primary schools have some unique features. In a 

typical classroom, you will find a mixture of ages of children spanning a three year range. 

These ranges are typically grouped 3 -6 years, 6 -9 years and 9 -12 years of age.  This is what 

you will find when visiting Stillbrook Lodge  in our Laurel, Willow and Oak classes . This 

method is known as vertical  grouping , and within a vertically grouped class you will find 

that the children learn and exist in a multi -ability community,  with the older children 

nurturing, supporting and even sometimes teaching the younger children. The younger 

children learn from the example and enthusiasm of their older counterparts.  

Within this environment, a child learns at his or her own pace. If they  need a little longer to 

master something, then they are given the time to do so. If they excel in an area, they are 

not held back by the others, waiting for them to catch up. They can just keep advancing. 

That is the beauty of Montessori, the child develo ps a love and eagerness to learn, and 

this is what Stillbrook Lodge aims to instil in all its students.  

 

 

 

The Montessori curriculum is very broad and comprehensive. Not only does it cover all of 

the requirements of the National Curriculum, it covers a who le lot more, and you will find 

children learnin g,  even from an early age , about botany, algebra, historical eras, 

complex language and many other skills, without the pressures of having to work towards 

a standardised education.  

There are four main areas of the Montessori curriculum. These are Language, Maths, 

Practical Life skills and Culture, which encompasses subjects such as Science, 

Geography, History, Botany, Zoology, Ecology, Art and Music. An additional area of the 

curriculum for three to six year olds is that of Sensorial education, enabling the child to 

refine his or her senses  during this formative period , which prepares and helps them to 

learn more effectively.  

Dr Montessori, after decades of research with children all over the world, from all 

backgrounds and of all abilities, developed unique materials which help the child to first 

learn by doing, touching, seeing, smelling, tasting, hearing and experiencing a concept in 

the concrete. Once a child has mastered the concept, the materials then lea d her to 

abstraction.  

For a more detailed explanation of the curriculum in each class, please see below  and 

also our website . 

About Montessori  

The Curriculum  

3 




